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[bookmark: _Toc181947353]SECTION 1	GENERAL ORGANIZATION

[bookmark: _Toc181947354]Policy 1	Duties of Panhandle Conference Chair

A. Serve a two-year term beginning on August 1st in even-numbered years. 
B. Conduct the business of the Panhandle Conference as established by the policies found in the Council for Athletic Affairs (CAA) handbook and the Panhandle Conference handbook. 
C. Set the date for one required Panhandle Conference meeting and conduct the Panhandle Conference meeting in accordance with Section 1, Policy 3 of the Panhandle Conference handbook.
D. Keep conference policies updated and a copy on file with the CAA Chair, FCSAA Commissioners and the FCSAA Executive Director.
E. Provide information and education to the Panhandle Conference Sport Chairs on their duties and responsibilities; and monitor their performance and adherence to CAA and Panhandle Conference policies.
F. Serve as a member of the CAA Executive Board and attend all meetings.
G. Keep abreast of all CAA and state issues as they relate to athletics and keep the membership informed.
H. Conduct the election of a Panhandle Conference Chair-Elect in even-numbered years.
I. Fulfill other responsibilities as assigned by the CAA Chair, FCSAA Executive Committee or the FCSAA President.

[bookmark: _Toc181947355]Policy 2	Duties of Panhandle Conference Chair-Elect 

A. Serve a two-year term beginning in even-numbered years to be immediately followed by a two-year term as Panhandle Conference Chair.
B. Represent the Panhandle Conference Chair, in his/her absence, at all appropriate conference, state and CAA Executive Board meetings.
C. Assist the Panhandle Conference Chair in conducting Panhandle Conference meetings, and, in the Chair’s absence, conduct the meetings.
D. Keep abreast of all CAA and state issues as they relate to athletics.
E. Fulfill other responsibilities as assigned by the Panhandle Conference Chair.

[bookmark: _Toc181947356]Policy 3	Duties of Panhandle Conference Sport Chairs

A. The Panhandle Conference Sport Chairs shall serve two-year terms beginning on August 1st in even-numbered years with no restriction on the number of terms to be served.
B. Know the policies in the CAA handbook and Panhandle Conference handbook pertaining to the committee and sport involved.
C. Conduct all sport committee meetings and elections.
D. Forward all CAA handbook recommendations to the State Sport Chair; and all Panhandle Conference handbook recommendations to the Panhandle Conference Chair. 
E. Serve on the state sport committee and represent the Panhandle Conference at the state tournament of the respective sport. 
F. Coordinate the sport’s all-conference balloting. 
G. When the elected coach cannot serve for any reason, an interim chairperson may be appointed by the Panhandle Conference Chair until the next coach’s meeting where a chairperson will be selected.

[bookmark: _Toc181947357] Policy 4	Conference Meetings

A. There will be one annual Panhandle Conference meeting at the date selected by the Conference Chair. Any additional meetings will be as needed.
B. These meetings are required for all athletics directors and head coaches. 

[bookmark: _Toc181947358]Policy 5	Sport Meetings

A. All sanction sports will be required to have at least one meeting per academic year, with head coaches required to attend and/or participate.

[bookmark: _Toc181947359]SECTION 2	APPROVING OF CONFERENCE POLICIES

[bookmark: _Toc181947360]Policy 1	General Conference Policies

A. Must have the approval of majority of conference athletics directors for approval.

[bookmark: _Toc181947361]Policy 2	Individual Sport Policies

A. Individual sport policies must have a majority vote of the conference coaches and of the conference athletics directors for approval.
[bookmark: _Toc181947362]
SECTION 3	SCHEDULING AGREEMENT

[bookmark: _Toc181947363]Policy 1	Scheduling Events

A. The master schedule for all conference games must be sent to the conference chair by each sport chair by July 1st.
B. The conference chair will submit each schedule to all conference Athletic Directors for final approval.

[bookmark: _Toc181947364]Policy 2	Disputes of Scheduling Agreement

A. Any changes to Panhandle Conference schedule for each sport after approval must be approved by majority of conference Athletic Directors.

[bookmark: _Toc181947371]SECTION 4	ALLEGATIONS

A. Adopt the NJCAA language pertaining to “Allegations” (see NJCAA Handbook)

[bookmark: _Toc181947372]SECTION 5	CONFERENCE GAME BALLS

A. All games/matches hosted by Panhandle Conference members are to be played with FCSAA sanctioned balls.  Refer to CAA policies for sport game balls. 

[bookmark: _Toc181947373]SECTION 6	ALL-CONFERENCE TEAMS

[bookmark: _Toc181947374]Policy 1	Balloting

A. It is the responsibility of each sport chair to conduct balloting for all-conference teams under CAA policy.  After the balloting is completed, the sport chair is to send the final results to the Conference Chair, each conference member’s director of athletics and specific sport coach, the CAA State sport Chair and the FCSAA Administrative Coordinator.

[bookmark: _Toc181947376]Policy 2	Specific Sport Procedures

[bookmark: _Toc181947377]Men’s Basketball
a. [bookmark: _Hlk175607860]A first-team comprised of up to ten (10) players shall be selected and ranked one through ten. A second-team comprised of up to ten (10) players shall also be selected.
b. [bookmark: _Hlk175607933]The conference sports representative will conduct the selection process by official ballot listing all nominations. Voting will consist of the first choice receiving ten (10) points and the tenth player receiving one (1) point.
c. [bookmark: _Hlk175607958]Coaches cannot vote for their own players.
d. [bookmark: _Hlk175607970]The player receiving the highest total points will be Conference Player of the Year.
e. All conference voting must be conducted via a virtual or in-person meeting.
[bookmark: _Toc181947378]Women’s Basketball
f. A first-team comprised of up to ten (10) players shall be selected and ranked one through ten. A second-team comprised of up to ten (10) players shall also be selected.
g. The conference sports representative will conduct the selection process by official ballot listing all nominations. Voting will consist of the first choice receiving ten (10) points and the tenth player receiving one (1) point.
h. Coaches cannot vote for their own players.
i. The player receiving the highest total points will be Conference Player of the Year.
j. All conference voting must be conducted via a virtual or in-person meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk175610544]
[bookmark: _Toc181947379]Baseball
k. [bookmark: _Hlk175613322]All Conference First team (5 inf, 4 of, 2 c, 1 dh, 3P)
l. Selection not by position.
m. Each coach in the conference may nominate players from their own team and must provide statistics on each player nominated.
n. Coaches will vote for five infielders, four outfielders, two catchers, one designated hitter and three pitchers out of those nominated. Unanimous selections make it. In the event of a tie, (three guys for two places) coaches will vote for only two.
o. All Conference second team procedures are same as first team with the exception of number of players selected (i.e., six infielders or five of etc.).
p. Conference Player of the Year will be recognized as the Ellis Dungan Panhandle Conference Player of the Year. 
q. All conference voting must be conducted via a virtual or in-person meeting.

[bookmark: _Toc181947380]Softball
r. [bookmark: _Hlk175616256]Coaches will select both first and second All-Conference Teams.  Both teams will consist of 17 players.
s. Selection will be by position: 5 Infielders, 2 Catchers, 4 Outfielders, 4 Pitchers, 2 At-Large.
t. The conference sports chair shall handle the balloting process.
u. Each head coach in the conference may nominate players from their teams and must provide statistics offensively and defensively on each player nominated.  This will be done on the nomination form provided by the conference chair.  All nominations, along with conference and overall statistics, will be placed on a ballot by the conference sports chair and distributed to all coaches. Nominees must be on the ballot prior to the start of the meeting.
v. Each coach then:
i. Ranks the top 10 infielders in order of choice.  Ten points will be given to the number one choice, nine points to the number two choice, etc. The top five are first-team all-conference and the next five are second-team. 
ii. Ranks the top 8 outfielders and pitchers, respectively, with the same criteria as the infielders. Eight points going to the number one choice, seven points to the number two choice, etc. Top four are first-team, next four are second-team. 
iii. Ranks the top 4 catchers and at large players, respectively, with the same criteria. Four points going to the number one choice, three points to the number two choice, etc., Top two are first-team, next four are second-team. 
iv. Coaches may not vote for their own players and must submit a complete ballot.
w. Conference coaches shall vote for a Player of the Year and a Pitcher of the Year.
x. All conference voting must be conducted via a virtual or in-person meeting.

[bookmark: _Toc181947381][bookmark: _Hlk175607293]SECTION 7	ALL-STATE AND ALL-REGION TEAMS 

[bookmark: _Toc181947382]Policy 1	Player Rankings

A. Each sport is responsible for providing the necessary rankings required for All-FCSAA selections, per the CAA Handbook (Section 20).

[bookmark: _Toc181947386]SECTION 8	CONFERENCE COACH OF THE YEAR

[bookmark: _Toc181947387]Policy 1	Men’s Basketball

A. [bookmark: _Hlk175608122]This award will be given to the coach of the conference championship team.
B. To be called the “Eddie Barnes Coach of the Year Award.”

[bookmark: _Toc181947388]Policy 2	Women’s Basketball

A. [bookmark: _Hlk175610660]This award will be given to the coach of the conference championship team.

[bookmark: _Toc181947389]Policy 3	Baseball

[bookmark: _Hlk175613476]To be called the "Bill Hamilton Coach of the Year Award.”
Coach of the Year is awarded to the head coach of the conference champion. 

[bookmark: _Toc181947390]Policy 4	Softball

A. Coach of the Year is awarded to the head coach of the conference champion.

[bookmark: _Toc181947391]SECTION 9	CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHIES

[bookmark: _Toc181947392]Policy 1	Presentation of Trophies

A. All conference championship trophies shall be brought to the Panhandle Conference meeting and presented to the head coach of the championship teams. Teams who repeat as champions are still required to bring the trophy for the official presentation.

[bookmark: _Toc181947393]Policy 2	Naming of Trophies

A. [bookmark: _Toc181947394]Men’s Basketball
a. To be called the Milton H. Johnson Panhandle Conference Championship Trophy.
b. Legendary coach Milton H. Johnson was one of the best to ever coach in junior college basketball. Following a stellar 32-year career at Chipola College, he retired in 1993 after winning seven Region 8 championships, nine Division Coach of the Year awards, six Region 8 Coach of the Year awards and four FCCAA Coach of the Year awards. He was one of the first group of five coached inducted into the FCCAA Basketball Hall of Fame in 1990 and was inducted into the National Junior College Athletic Association Basketball Hall of Fame in 1993. In addition to the conference championship trophy, Chipola College’s basketball facility is named in honor of Coach Johnson.
B. [bookmark: _Toc181947395]Women’s Basketball
a. To be called the Vicki Carson Panhandle Conference Champions Trophy.
b. Coach Carson is the “Dean” of women’s basketball coaches in the Florida Community College Activities Association and is entering her 20th year at Pensacola Junior College. No coach has impacted and influenced the development of women’s community college basketball more than Vicki Carson. Over her nineteen years, PJC has won nine Panhandle Conference Championships, made 14 state tournament appearances and won one state championship. During her reign, Coach Carson compiled a record of 368 wins and 180 losses and coached 76 All-Panhandle Conference players, 19 All-State players and two NJCAA All-Americans. With all these athletic honors, she always placed academic integrity above athletic accomplishments. 
In her playing days, Coach Carson was a three-sport star in volleyball, basketball and tennis at the University of Arkansas-Little Rock. While at UALR she was on a state championship team and participated in a national tournament. She earned her Master of Arts degree and served as a graduate assistant in both basketball and volleyball. 
Vicki Carson has always been known as a winner on and off the court. Her team reflected her first-class manner, and she has worn the label of a coach who is fair, honest and always willing to help student-athletes. This Panhandle Conference rotating trophy is named in honor of the “First Lady” of women’s basketball in the Panhandle Conference and the State of Florida.
C. [bookmark: _Toc181947396]Baseball
a. To be called the Bill Frazier Panhandle Conference Champions Trophy.
b. William “Bill” Frazier joined the Gulf Coast Community College in 1968 as a physical education instructor and head baseball coach and was in his 24th year at the college, serving as athletic director, head baseball coach and chairman of the Physical Education Division when he died during the spring of 1992. 
His career record was 888-352 while taking Gulf Coast to conference championships 10 of 24 years and winning one state championship, state runners-up five times and national runner-up in 1973. Bill, the Dean of Panhandle Conference baseball, was named the Florida Coach of the Year in 1973 and posthumously named to the JUCO Baseball Hall of Fame in 1994. 
Not satisfied to have his players perform well only on the playing field, Coach Frazier consistently encouraged and supported his players in their academic studies. Their graduation rate matched his win-loss record with the majority of them graduating on time, transferring to four-year institutions or signing professional baseball contracts. 
Coach Bill Frazier was a great coach, a great teacher and a great friend!
D. [bookmark: _Toc181947397]Softball
a. To be called the Mary Bailey Panhandle Conference Champions Trophy.
b. Mary Bailey coached at Pensacola Junior College (now Pensacola State College) from 1981-94. During her tenure, she guided the Lady Pirates to 499 wins while winning 11 conference championships and a slow pitch national championship in 1988. Known for her enthusiasm as well as being an ardent supporter of her young ladies, Bailey strongly encouraged the value of an education and, as a result, produced 17 academic all-Americans. 

[bookmark: _Toc181947398]SECTION 10	GENERAL SPORTS POLICIES – MEN’S BASKETBALL

[bookmark: _Toc181947399]Policy 1	Conference Schedule

A. All conference games will be played on Wednesday and Saturday as a women’s and men’s doubleheader with the following start times:
a. Wednesday: 5:15 PM (women) and 7:30 PM. (men) local time
b. Saturday: game times are at the discretion of the host school but will be either 2 PM. (women) and 4 PM (men) local time OR 5:15 PM (women) and 7:30 PM (men) local time.
c. Game dates and times cannot be changed without the unanimous approval of all Panhandle Conference Athletic Directors. 
d. Game times will be submitted to the Conference Chair along with the conference schedule by July 1 each year.

[bookmark: _Toc181947400]Policy 2	Officials

A. Officials' pay will be $525 per game for both non-conference and Panhandle Conference games. The coordinator of officials will be paid a $600 assigning fee by each school.

[bookmark: _Toc181947401]Policy 3	General Rules

A. No dunking in warm-ups or at halftime.
B. A cooler will be provided on the bench for the visiting team by the home team. 
C. Home team will provide the visiting team with six or more FCSAA sanctioned basketballs.
D. FCSAA cards, coaches’ cards, and/or athletic director’s passes will serve as free admission to away conference games. Cheerleaders of the visiting team will get in free.
E. All teams will provide their own towels.
F. Visiting teams are required to provide their own training supplies when requesting host team's assistance with taping, etc.
G. During all Panhandle Conference games, including playoff games, media timeouts will be administered consistent with FCSAA policies. 
H. All scorer’s table personnel must be qualified adults
I. No music can be played in direct proximity to the visiting team’s bench.

[bookmark: _Toc181947402]Policy 4	Video Exchange

A. Teams will have all non-conference games uploaded on Synergy by January 2.
B. Following a conference game, each team is required to upload the game by 8 AM the day after. 
C. If the policy is not followed, the offending team will receive a reprimand from the Conference Chair. (adopted 9/26/23)
[bookmark: _Hlk175610811]
[bookmark: _Toc181947403]SECTION 11	GENERAL SPORTS POLICIES – WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Policy 1	Conference Schedule

A. All conference games will be played on Wednesday and Saturday as a women’s and men’s doubleheader with the following start times:
a. Wednesday: 5:15 PM (women) and 7:30 PM. (men) local time
b. Saturday: game times are at the discretion of the host school but will be either 2 PM. (women) and 4 PM (men) local time OR 5:15 PM (women) and 7:30 PM (men) local time.
c. Game dates and times cannot be changed without the unanimous approval of all Panhandle Conference Athletic Directors. 
d. Game times will be submitted to the Conference Chair along with the conference schedule by July 1 each year.

Policy 2	Officials

B. Officials' pay will be $525 per game for both non-conference and Panhandle Conference games. The coordinator of officials will be paid a $600 assigning fee by each school.

Policy 3	General Rules

A. No dunking in warm-ups or at halftime.
B. A cooler will be provided on the bench for the visiting team by the home team. 
C. Home team will provide the visiting team with six or more FCSAA sanctioned basketballs.
D. FCSAA cards, coaches’ cards, and/or athletic director’s passes will serve as free admission to away conference games. Cheerleaders of the visiting team will get in free.
E. All teams will provide their own towels.
F. Visiting teams are required to provide their own training supplies when requesting host team's assistance with taping, etc.
G. During all Panhandle Conference games, including playoff games, media timeouts will be administered consistent with FCSAA policies.
H. All scorer’s table personnel must be qualified adults
I. No music can be played in direct proximity to the visiting team’s bench.

[bookmark: _Toc181947411]SECTION 12	GENERAL SPORTS POLICIES – BASEBALL

[bookmark: _Toc181947412]Policy 1	Fall Baseball

A. Fall practice will begin on the date established on the current year’s NJCAA Sport Procedures.

[bookmark: _Toc181947413]Policy 2	Conference Scheduling

A. Conference game times will be submitted to the Conference Chair along with the conference schedule by July 1 every year, to be approved by the conference Athletic Directors. 

[bookmark: _Toc181947414]Policy 3	Rain Outs-Suspended Games

A. Games interrupted by weather will resume at the point of interruption unless 4 ½ innings have been completed with the home team winning. Games that are not deemed to be “complete” will be considered “suspended” (see Section 13. Policy 3.B.).
B. Suspended games – (Trip already made or game in progress or not)
a. The visiting team will be extended the option of returning on the next available date to resume play, pending availability of transportation, OR play suspended game as part of doubleheader on next trip to the site. If suspension occurs on last trip of year to the site in question, then game will be made up at the next meeting between the teams. (adopted 9/26/23)
C. Make-up games will be the same number of innings as originally scheduled.
D. For teams traveling overnight, game will be made up as part of double-header at that site if teams are scheduled to play there again. If not returning to that site again, it will be made up next time they meet.
E. Cancelled games - (games called with no team travel) games will be played on next available date as per a-d below.
a. Weekend Series: Would play Sunday first, then Monday if neither would play Thursday.
b. Weekday Series: Would play Thursday first, then Friday if no conference game previously scheduled, then Sunday if no conference game previously scheduled then Monday.
c. Overnight Opponents: Use double-header scheme -see above.
d. In the event of a Break Week: Available days in which to reschedule would exceed number of games by one with earliest day given first priority (i.e. one game to make up you get first two days -Monday first then Tuesday. Two games to make up would give you three days, Monday first, then Tuesday, then Wednesday).
F. Rainouts/Suspended games in the last series between teams will not be made up unless it has a bearing on a team going to the state tournament.
G. Playing games in advance of the scheduled play date.
a. In the event of extenuating circumstances or impending weather all conference Athletic Directors participating on the play date must be in unanimous agreement to allow the scheduled conference game to be played before the scheduled play date.  Note: The Sports Chair will be responsible for notifying the Conference Chair of the schedule change immediately following the approval from the participating coaches.

[bookmark: _Toc181947415]Policy 4	Protest Procedures

A. Protest must be handled at site.
B. Rule book must be present - no book, no protest. 
C. Protest allowed on "Rules" only, "no judgments".
D. Umpire coordinator will ensure that all conference umpires will be approachable and act in a professional manner.
E. Final judgment belongs to umpires - their decision is final.

[bookmark: _Toc181947416]Policy 5	Umpires

1. Conference will use conference umpires. 
Conference umpire selection to be done by member coaches and Conference Coordinator.
Official recommendation list to be provided by umpire coordinator and voted on by coaches.
Conference umpire coordinator will evaluate each umpire at least once.

[bookmark: _Toc181947418]Policy 6	Mercy Rule

1. Conference games will be played under the “mercy rule” of 10 runs after 5 innings and 8 runs after 7 innings.

[bookmark: _Toc181947419]Policy 7 	Tied Games After Regulation

1. Teams will start each extra half-inning (10th inning of a 9-inning game or 8th inning of a 7-inning game) with a runner on 2nd base.
The player starting the extra inning as the runner at 2nd base is the player (or their substitute) in the batting order immediately before the first batter of the extra inning.

[bookmark: _Toc181947420]SECTION 13	GENERAL SPORTS POLICIES – SOFTBALL

[bookmark: _Toc181947421]Policy 1	Rules

1. Panhandle Conference games will be played by the current NJCAA, NCAA, and FCSAA rules and policies.
Each conference season will consist of two rounds of doubleheaders and one round of single games (20 games total). Each game will be seven innings with the NCAA run rule and international tie breaking rule in effect in the 10th inning.
The home team will take infield warm up 25 minutes before game time.  Infield warm up will not exceed 10 minutes.

[bookmark: _Toc181947422]Policy 2	Umpires

1. Conference games will be assigned umpires through the conference umpire coordinator.
The conference umpire coordinator will be selected by the conference coaches, to be approved by the conference Athletic Directors.
Two umpires will be used for conference games.

[bookmark: _Toc181947423]Policy 3	Rain Outs-Suspended Games

1. Interrupted games will resume at the point of interruption unless 4 ½ innings have been completed with the home team winning.
Suspended games – (Trip already made or game in progress or not)
a. The visiting team will be extended the option of returning on the next available date to resume play, pending availability of transportation, OR to be finished prior to the single game at the end of the season.
Make-up games will be the same number of innings as originally scheduled.
For teams traveling overnight, game will be made up as part of double-header at that site if teams are scheduled to play there again. If not returning to that site again, it will be made up next time they meet.
Cancelled games - (games called with no team travel) games will be played on next available date as per a-d below.
b. Weekend Series: Would play Sunday first, then Monday if neither would play Thursday.
c. Weekday Series: Would play Thursday first, then Friday if no conference game previously scheduled, then Sunday if no conference game previously scheduled then Monday.
d. Overnight Opponents: Use double-header scheme -see above.
e. In the event of a Break Week: Available days in which to reschedule would exceed number of games by one with earliest day given first priority (i.e. one game to make up you get first two days -Monday first then Tuesday. Two games to make up would give you three days, Monday first, then Tuesday, then Wednesday).
Rainouts/Suspended games in the last series between teams will not be made up unless it has a bearing on a team going to the state tournament. 
In the event of extenuating circumstances or impending weather all conference Athletic Directors participating on the play date must be in unanimous agreement to allow the scheduled conference game to be played before the scheduled play date.  Note: The Sports Chair will be responsible for notifying the Conference Chair of the schedule change immediately following the approval from the participating coaches and Athletic Directors

[bookmark: _Toc181947424]Policy 4	Spring Schedule

1. The Panhandle Conference is on a permanent rotating schedule. Along with the automatic rotation, home and away games will be switched. The conference schedule will be submitted to the Conference Chair by July 1, to be approved by the Conference Athletic Directors.
Each team will play the other conference teams a doubleheader at home and a doubleheader away. During the final round of single games, each team will play two games at home and two games away.
Game times for all conference doubleheaders shall be: Monday-Friday, 4 & 6 PM; Saturday-Sunday, 1 & 3 PM. Game times for single games shall be: Monday-Friday, 5 PM; Saturday-Sunday, 1 PM. All times are local. NOTE: Tallahassee State College is located in the eastern time zone, all other schools are central.

[bookmark: _Toc181947425]Policy 5	Game Ball

1. The official softball to be used by the Panhandle Conference for regular season play will be the FCSAA adopted ball.

[bookmark: _Toc181947426]Policy 6	Protest Procedures

1. Protest must be handled at site.
Rule book must be present -no book, no protest. 
Protest allowed on "Rules" only, "no judgments".
Umpire coordinator will ensure that all conference umpires will be approachable and act in a professional manner.
Final judgment belongs to umpires -their decision is final.

[bookmark: _Toc181947427]SECTION 14 	FCSAA STATE/NJCAA DISTRICT TOURNAMENT

[bookmark: _Toc181947428]Policy 1	Annual Tournament

1. There shall be an annual FCSAA State/NJCAA District Tournament in all sports sanctioned by the FCSAA.
[bookmark: _Toc181947431]Policy 2	Method of Selecting Tournament Representatives

1. [bookmark: _Toc181947432]Men’s Basketball
a. The Panhandle Conference shall have three automatic qualifiers for the FCSAA State/NJCAA District Tournament each year. These three qualifiers will represent the teams that finished in first, second, and third place in the conference. 
b. Ties for first place
i. In the event of a two-way tie for first place, the teams will be co-champions. The team that won two or more of the conference games played between the two teams will represent the conference as the number one team.  The other team will represent the conference as the number two team.
ii. In the event of a three-way tie for first place, the teams will be co-champions and the following will apply to determine the order of the three qualifiers for the FCSAA State/NJCAA District Tournament
1. Cumulative record against one another.
2. Record vs 4th Place
3. Record vs 5th Place
4. Win percentage vs. FCSAA schools
iii. In the event of a four-way or five-way tie for first place, the teams will be co-champions and participants for the FCSAA State/NJCAA District Tournament will be determined by Massey Ratings.
c. Ties for second place
i. In the event of a two-way tie for second place, head-to-head will determine the order of the 2nd and 3rd spots for the FCSAA Tournament.
ii. In the event of a three-way tie for second place, the following will apply:
1. Cumulative record against one another.
2. Record vs 1st Place
3. Record vs 5th Place
4. Win percentage vs. FCSAA schools
iii. In the event of a four-way tie for second place, participants for the FCSAA State/NJCAA District Tournament will be determined by Massey Ratings.
d. Ties for third place
i. In the event of a two-way tie for third place, the tiebreaker will be the head to head record. (adopted 9/26/23)
ii. In the event of a three-way tie for third place, the following tiebreakers will apply (adopted 9/26/23):
1. Cumulative record against one another.
2. Record vs 1st Place
3. Record vs 2nd Place
4. Win percentage vs. FCSAA schools
[bookmark: _Toc181947433]Women’s Basketball
a. [bookmark: _Hlk175611119]The Panhandle Conference shall have three automatic qualifiers for the FCSAA State/NJCAA District Tournament each year. These three qualifiers will represent the teams that finished in first, second, and third place in the conference. 
b. The Citrus Conference shall have four automatic qualifiers for the FCSAA State/NJCAA District Tournament each year. One at large team will be selected to the tournament from the #4 team in the Panhandle Conference and the #5 Citrus Conference. 
c. Ties for first place
i. In the event of a two-way tie for first place, the teams will be co-champions. The team that won two or more of the conference games played between the two teams will represent the conference as the number one team.  The other team will represent the conference as the number two team.
ii. In the event of a three-way tie for first place, the teams will be tri-champions and the following will apply to determine the top three teams:
5. Cumulative record against one another.
6. Record vs 4th Place
7. Record vs 5th Place
iii. In the event of a four-way or five-way tie for first place, the teams will be co-champions and participants for the FCSAA State/NJCAA District Tournament will be determined by Massey Ratings.
d. Ties for second place
i. In the event of a two-way tie for second place, the team that won two or more of the conference games played between the two teams will represent the conference as the number two team.  The other team will represent the conference as the number three team.
ii. In the event of a three-way tie for second place, the following will apply:
1. Cumulative record against one another.
2. Record vs 1st Place
3. Record vs 5th Place
4. Win percentage vs. FCSAA schools
iii. In the event of a four-way tie for second place, participants for the FCSAA State/NJCAA District Tournament will be determined by Massey Ratings 
e. Ties for third place
i. In the event of a two-way tie for third place, head to head record will determine the third place team.
ii. In the event of a three-way tie for third place, the following tiebreakers will apply:
1. Cumulative record against one another.
2. Record vs 1st Place
3. Record vs 2nd Place
4. Win percentage vs. FCSAA schools
iii. In the event of a tie for fourth place, head to head record will determine the fourth place team.

[bookmark: _Toc181947434]Baseball
a. The Panhandle Conference shall have two automatic qualifiers for the FCSAA State/NJCAA District Tournament each year. These two qualifiers will represent the teams that finished in first and second place in the conference. The third place team will be eligible to be selected as the “at-large” selection to the FCSAA Tournament. 
b. Ties for first place
i. In the event of a two-way tie for first place,
1. Teams will be recognized as Co-Champions.
2. Head to head record determines first and second seed for FCSAA/NJCAA District Tournament.
3. If head to head is tied, tiebreaker will move to record vs. third-place team, then fourth-place team, etc., to determine top seed.
ii. In the event of a three-way tie for first place, the following procedures will be used. (If at any point, only two teams are tied, head to head between the two teams will break the tie.)
1. Head to head record within the three teams. 
2. If still tied, tiebreaker will move to record vs. fourth-place team, then record vs. fifth-place team. 
3. If still tied, fewest runs allowed in head to head games among the three teams will be used.
4. Coin toss
iii. In the event of a four-way or five-way tie for first place, the teams will be co-champions and participants for the FCSAA State/NJCAA District Tournament will be determined by Massey Ratings.
c. Ties for second place
i. In the event of a two-way tie for second place,
1. Head to head record between the two teams determines second seed for FCSAA/NJCAA District Tournament.
2. If head to head is tied, tiebreaker will move to record vs. fourth-place team, then record vs. fifth-place team.
ii. In the event of a three-way tie for second place, the following procedures will be used. (If at any point, only two teams are tied, head to head between the two teams will break the tie.)
1. Head to head record within the three teams. 
2. If still tied, tiebreaker will move to record vs. first-place team, then record vs. fifth-place team.
3. If still tied, fewest runs allowed in head to head games among the three teams will be used.
4. Coin toss.
iii. In the event of a four-way tie for second place, participants for the FCSAA State/NJCAA District Tournament will be determined by Massey Ratings 
d. Ties for third place
i. In the event of a two-way tie for third place,
1. Head to head record between the two teams determines third place team.
2. If head to head is tied, tiebreaker will move to record vs. first place team, then record vs. second-place team, then record vs. fifth place team.
ii. In the event of a three-way tie for third place, the following procedures will be used. (If at any point, only two teams are tied, head to head between the two teams will break the tie.)
1. Head to head record within the three teams.
2. If head to head is tied, tiebreaker will move to record vs. first place team, then record vs. second-place team. 
3. If still tied, fewest runs allowed in head to head games among the three teams will be used.
4. Coin toss.
[bookmark: _Toc181947435]Softball
e. [bookmark: _Toc181947436]The Panhandle Conference shall have two automatic qualifiers for the FCSAA State/NJCAA District Tournament each year. These two qualifiers will represent the teams that finished in first and second place in the conference. The third place team will be eligible to be selected as the “at-large” selection to the FCSAA Tournament. 
f. Ties for first place
i. In the event of a two-way tie for first place,
1. Teams will be recognized as Co-Champions.
2. Head to head record determines first and second seed for FCSAA/NJCAA District Tournament.
3. If head to head is tied, tiebreaker will move to record vs. third-place team, then fourth-place team, etc., to determine top seed.
ii. In the event of a three-way tie for first place, the following procedures will be used. (If at any point, only two teams are tied, head to head between the two teams will break the tie.)
1. Head to head record within the three teams. 
2. If still tied, tiebreaker will move to record vs. fourth-place team, then record vs. fifth-place team. 
3. If still tied, fewest runs allowed in head to head games among the three teams will be used.
4. Coin toss
iii. In the event of a four-way or five-way tie for first place, the teams will be co-champions and participants for the FCSAA State/NJCAA District Tournament will be determined by Massey Ratings.
g. Ties for second place
i. In the event of a two-way tie for second place,
1. Head to head record between the two teams determines second seed for FCSAA/NJCAA District Tournament.
2. If head to head is tied, tiebreaker will move to record vs. fourth-place team, then record vs. fifth-place team.
ii. In the event of a three-way tie for second place, the following procedures will be used. (If at any point, only two teams are tied, head to head between the two teams will break the tie.)
1. Head to head record within the three teams. 
2. If still tied, tiebreaker will move to record vs. first-place team, then record vs. fifth-place team.
3. If still tied, fewest runs allowed in head to head games among the three teams will be used.
4. Coin toss.
iii. In the event of a four-way tie for second place, participants for the FCSAA State/NJCAA District Tournament will be determined by Massey Ratings 
h. Ties for third place
i. In the event of a two-way tie for third place,
1. Head to head record between the two teams determines third place team.
2. If head to head is tied, tiebreaker will move to record vs. first place team, then record vs. second-place team, then record vs. fifth place team.
ii. In the event of a three-way tie for third place, the following procedures will be used. (If at any point, only two teams are tied, head to head between the two teams will break the tie.)
1. Head to head record within the three teams.
2. If head to head is tied, tiebreaker will move to record vs. first place team, then record vs. second-place team. 
3. If still tied, fewest runs allowed in head to head games among the three teams will be used.
4. Coin toss.

[bookmark: _Toc181947439]Policy 3 	Withdrawing from postseason play

1. A school, who qualifies for postseason play, per Section 15, Policy 4, is expected to fulfill its commitment. However, a school may request withdrawing from postseason play under the following extenuating circumstances:
0. Documented circumstances that will result in forfeiture of a postseason game(s):
0. Lack of minimum number of eligible student-athletes required for participation due to injury, discipline or academic/athletics violations
0. Academic or athletic violations discovered since initially qualifying for the postseason
0. Natural disaster that affects a team’s ability to prepare, travel and participate in the postseason
1. A written request from the athletic director, and approved by the college president, must be submitted to the conference chair no later than five (5) days from the start date of the postseason tournament.
1. Upon receipt of the request, the conference chair will contact the CAA Chair, respective commissioner and state sport chair.
1. Within 24 hours of receipt of the request to withdraw, the conference chair will conduct a vote of the athletic directors whose school is not making the request. A majority vote is required for the request to be approved. If the request is not approved, the school will participate in the postseason, as scheduled.
1. If a school qualifies for the postseason and is allowed to withdraw prior to the start of the tournament, the next team in the conference standings will be given the opportunity to participate, but is under no obligation to do so. If the postseason berth is not filled, it shall be declared vacant for bracketing purpose.

[bookmark: _Toc181947440]SECTION 15	STATISTICS, POLLS & PLAYER OF THE WEEK AWARDS

[bookmark: _Toc181947441]Policy 1 – Statistics, Polls, Player of the Week Awards

A. Conference members must adhere to all FCSAA and NJCAA requirements regarding statistics entry, poll submission, and Player of the Week awards.
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